Dear Parent or Guardian,
My name is Ms. Danielle Thoenen and I would like to welcome your child to my high school science classroom. This is my 2nd year of teaching here at Pleasant Hope and I am in love with the community! I am originally from New Bloomfield, Missouri and graduated from Missouri State University in Springfield where I received my Bachelor’s degree in Biology Education Unified Science. I am now currently pursuing a masters degree in educational administration at Missouri State University as well. I have a great amount of energy and absolutely cannot wait to make this a wonderful year!
I am definitely looking forward to getting to know both you, and your child, this year. I have high expectations that my students will achieve a great deal this year in terms of academic growth, greater self-confidence, and improved social skills. Good communication between parent, teacher, and student is very important for your child’s academic growth. With that in mind I would like you to have a brief overview of my expectations in my classroom as well as of your child. These expectations are something I put very high value on in my classroom and want to make sure that we are all on the same page when it comes to the education of your child. I want to have extremely open lines of contact and want you to feel that you can come to me with any questions that you may have in regards to my classroom. I can be reached most readily by email (dthoenen@phr6.com) I check it as often as am able and will try and get back with you within 24-48 hours. I can also be reached here at the school at (417) 267-227. I am also interested in a preferred form of contact for you. I like to keep parents up to date on events in my classroom and let you know when your child is achieving great things!
I have attached a copy of my syllabus to this letter. Your child and I have gone over this in class, but I want to encourage you to do the same with your child at home. In this syllabus is an outline of my policies and procedures as well as a general outline of the course. To ensure that my students understand explicitly what is expected of them I ask that you and your child both sign the last page and return it to me by Monday August 22. Also on that page are some questions related to contact and your preferred form. I would truly appreciate if you could provide me with some basic information to facilitate contact this school year!
I am so excited to watch this school year unfold! If you have any special questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to call at any time; or shoot an e-mail; or set up a conference. I am here for the education of your child and whatever I can do to help, just let me know!

Sincerely,


Mrs. Danielle Thoenen


Ms. Thoenen’s  Science Syllabus
Contact:
	Instructor: Danielle Thoenen
	Email: dthoenen@phr6.com
	Phone: (417) 267-2271 ext.2327
Course Outlines
Biology I
	This course is intended to be an introductory biology course. Students will be exposed to basic scientific method and inquiry skills while covering the topics of cell structure and function, particle transport, cellular respiration, photosynthesis, DNA, mutations, protein synthesis, genetics, and basic concepts in ecology.
Anatomy Physiology
	This course will be a challengin upper level science course that navigates the students way through the human body systems and there function and form. The topics covered will include respiratory system, skeletal system, circulatory system, muscle system, and the nervous system. This class will include several dissections and a great deal of memorization.
Zoology
	This is a one semester course that strictly teaches the topic of animal biology. Students will cover topics related to classification and taxonomy. Students will also cover the main phyla in both vertebrate and invertebrate species and the organisms associated with them and the concepts behind their classifications.
Ecology
	This is a one semester course that takes an in depth look at field of ecology. Students will cover population ecology, community ecology, and put a main focus on species interaction within their biotic and abiotic environments.
Meteorology
	This is a one semester course devoted to anything weather and climate. Students will observe climate patterns across the globe, and learn what causes many of the natural weather disasters. Students will also learn basic concepts of weather forecasting and predicting.
Geology
This course is a one semester course covering the topic of earth science. We will cover the topics of minerals, rocks, oceans, and plate tectonic plates in relationship to volcanoes.
Classroom Rules and Procedures
	A science classroom is one that relies on extreme student safety and cooperation. This will outline basic classroom rules and procedure that students will be expected to follow on a daily basis. A lab safety contract will also be a portion of this course separate from the basic classroom rule set, and students will be expected to pass a safety examination before completing any work in a lab setting. I follow the same basic outline for all of my classes, the content will change but it is the same basic principles.
Procedures:
	General Classroom
		Students will be expected to come into class everyday prepared. They will need to grab their materials for the day and have a seat in their assigned desk. Students will turn all work into me directly on the date designated as a due date.
	Homework and Outside of Class Projects:
		Homework and in class assignments will comprise 25% of students grades. Students will be expected to turn in their homework assignments on the assigned due date. Late work is not something I take lightly. Students must start to realize a certain amount of responsibility and being prompt when returning assignments is a part of that. However, I do realize that at times there are extenuating circumstances that would prevent a student from accomplishing their tasks on time. In the case that a student is absent they will have 1 day of make up for every 1 day they missed.  So, if the student misses class on Monday and homework is assigned that is due Thursday, the absent student would have until Friday to complete the assignment. Every day after that the student will be able to submit an assignment for half credit. Assignments will be accepted at half credit until the end of the grading quarter, and then will no longer be accepted, not even for partial point values. If you are absent, it is your responsibility and no one else’s to get the assignments you missed!  They will be posted on the board, but you must come to me to get any worksheets that you missed that day. You are also responsible for any notes taken on a day of absence. Find a peer to get them from. Non absent students must turn in assignments on the date designated and any day later those students may turn in late work for half credit until the end of the grading quarter. I want students to complete assignments. I do not assign things I do not feel are vital to a student understanding a concept!  This is why I give a half credit option.  Please complete the assignments even if they are going to be late! I cannot stress enough what a difference this can make in your final grades!

	Tests and Quizzes
		Tests and quizzes will be given throughout the semester to assess student comprehension. This will make up 50% of student grades including the final exam. Exams will always be announced at minimum 3 days prior to the exam date, and will generally follow a specific unit of study. Quizzes will be given on much shorter notice. I reserve the right to employ pop quizzes! I do not want students to do poorly on quizzes and most often they will be announced prior to the date, however, if I feel students are not taking items I request of them seriously I reserve that right. Vocabulary is also a large portion of the study of science, and vocabulary quizzes for specific terms will be given to reiterate important ideas. These vocabulary quizzes will always be announced in advance and there will be a specific list of terms to study.
	There will also be a final exam. This exam will be 10% of the student’s final grade. This exam will be comprehensive in most classes! This will be discussed closer to the date in each specific course.

	In Class Projects and Lab Work
		There will be several hands on lab activities throughout the semester and this will make up 25% of student grades. The activities will include participation and often lab related calculations and analysis.
	Grade Scale
Letter Grade 	Percentage Earned
			A 		100-94
			A- 		93-90
			B+		89-87
			B		86-84
			B-		83-80
			C+		79-77
			C		76-74
			C-		73-70
			D+		69-67
			D 		66-64
			D-		63-60
			F		59-0






Rules:
	See student handbook for specific school policies. All of these policies will be enforced in my classroom just as in the rest of the school. I follow a warning policy, once you have been warned once that is grounds for detention the second offense at my discretion.
	The basics:
		Be respectful to not only to me but also to your peers! My classroom will be a place where we can share ideas and thoughts without judgment, and I encourage all of you to look at things from a different perspective than your own.
		Be careful! A science classroom has many dangers and I do not want anyone hurt on my watch. Refer specifically to the safety guidelines and contract.
		Be Involved! I want each of you to feel like you are a part of instruction. If you have ideas or questions feel free to let me know!


I am going to expect a lot out of you! My expectations are high, but I know that you can meet them! You work with me, and I will work with you, you respect me, and I will give you back the respect you deserve. Your education is my major priority, and I feel that is grounded on a sense of responsibility and hard work.



Items You Will Need:
1 regular bound composition book (we will be keeping notes and assignments in this)(2 if you are a biology I student)
	Scissors
	Glue
	Pen (blue or black only) or Pencil



	By signing this document I certify that I have read the enclosed syllabus and understand and agree to the terms laid out within it.

Guardian Name: _________________		Guardian Signature: ___________________
Student Name: __________________		Student Signature: ____________________
Date: _________________________

Guardian Contact information

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________________
Preferred Contact? ___ Phone ___ Email ___ Either

Special Concerns or Questions?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

